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FROM THE AUTHOR

Kastani street is a small world, a true city within a
city (or rather, a village within a city). I remember
how, on one particularly sunny day, a neighbor
asked: “Did you go into town? It’s so hot there, not
like here!” At one time, our street really was outside
the city limits — these lands were once the fields of
Tahtvere Manor. Today, people no longer ride horses
or keep chickens here, but traces of those memories
remain in some places.

I enjoy exploring my neighborhood and discovering
its secrets, noticing small details, and admiring the
people who left them behind. This work is a highly
subjective, incomplete, and at times inaccurate
summary of the Kastani heritage district. It is
somewhat a guidebook, somewhat a graphic novel,
but above all, a love letter.

This work is based on Nommemaa’s study “Architectural and
Historical Survey of the Buildings in the Heritage-Valued Building
Area of Kastani street in Tartu,” for which the author expresses
sincere gratitude.
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